SP30132: Developing Professional Competence 2: Autumn 2005/06

Tuesday 2.15pm – 4.15pm

WH 1LT

Unit coordinator: Dr Louise Brown

Assessment is 100% coursework – 3,000-word essay

Aims: To address the place of ethics in social work theory and practice. 


Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this unit students will have learnt: to respond to ethical issues in social work practice raised in their prior learning; to develop thinking in identifying and clarifying values and principles for social work generally and students individually; to explore some of the ethical dilemmas and confusions raised in everyday social work practice. 


Skills: 
By the end of this unit students will have: built upon their skills of critical analysis; had opportunities for more collaborative learning; learnt to apply sociological knowledge and understanding of ethics to the analysis of complex practice issues; learnt how to develop sensitivity to the values and interests of others; learnt how to act, with others, to increase social justice by understanding the ethical underpinning of anti-racism and anti-discrimination; learnt about the arguments that support working in partnership with service users and carers. 


Content: 
General consideration of ethics and their place in social work; identification of ethical issues and dilemmas from students' experience - e.g. values and conflicts of interest; authority and accountability in social work; cultural relativism and values; values and the maintenance of purpose and morale.
Lecture programme 2005/06

Week 1: October 4th 2005: Beth Hamid, Swindon Social Services

Philosophical foundations of social work 

Week 2: October 11th 2005: Beth Hamid

Ethical issues in practice & professional codes

Week 3: October 18th: Kathleen Edwards, Planning and Development Manager, Swindon

Use of authority, policies and procedures

Week 4: October 25th: Tom Lochead, Bath CMHT

Working with and resolving ethical dilemma’s in mental health

Week 5: November 1st: Kathleen Edwards

Professional codes

Week 6: November 8th: Kathleen Edwards

Voice of the Service User/Participation/complaints procedures

Week 7: November 15th: Beth Hamid

Advocacy

Week 8: November 22nd: Sonya Chowdhury, Children’s Advocacy Project, Off The Record

Children’s Rights and Advocacy

Week 9: November 29th: Louise Brown

The role of carers

Week 10: 6th December: Kathleen Edwards

Anti-discriminatory practice

Week 11: 13th December: Louise Brown

Dissertation discussion

